
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Mental Health Services for Homeless Persons Inc 
 
  
Your Project Title: Art Workshops for the Homeless 

Your Project Summary: FrontLine Service (FLS) partners with professional artist, William Martin Jean and 

artists from the Tower Press Art Studios, to facilitate bi-weekly Friday Art Workshops for individuals who 

are homeless or formerly homeless inside Mr. Jean’s art studio and at the Agency’s 13 sites throughout the 

community. The workshops include instruction on blind contour drawing, portraits, still life drawings, 

collages, group art projects and many other techniques. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf


Mental Health Services for Homeless Persons Inc - Continued  

 

2 
 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: By partnering with local artists, Frontline demonstrates their ability to provide quality artistic 

instruction to their members while being reflective of the community. This, along with their organization's 

goals, shows the public benefit of the project. Each section of the application was thoroughly outlined and 

the finances are all easy to track. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: FrontLine Service provides programs to address the needs of the minority and underserved 

population ships including those who reject conventional health care services. They know this community 

and have developed their “Art Workshops for the Homeless” to target people who are currently homeless 

or were formerly homeless. They have some professional artists involved but could have done a better job 

of detailing their engagement. The budget is clear and appropriate, and they make a strong case for 

relevancy and public benefit. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The application provides evidence of that funding criteria have been met. And this project most 

definitely has a huge public benefit component. Serving Cleveland's most vulnerable with the arts is an 

effective tool for survivors of homelessness to regain dignity. I also appreciate that art workshops are 

accompanied by a meal, a most basic human need. With a full stomach, I am sure that participants are 

even more engaged in the art-making process. The goal of this project is well articulated, project budget 

clear, and excellent support materials. 

 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: I see the possibility in public benefit as it is important to engage all communities--and the 

homeless community is one that is often disregarded and overlooked in terms of programming. However, I 

struggle to see how this is in response to a need they have, or the accessibility of this to a community that 

already lacks access. This showcases if anything a lack of understanding for their community. In what way 

has the homeless community signified that a two hour art-based program meets their need? 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: This project meets the criteria for public benefit because it is free and serves a population that 

doesn't have access to arts classes. It is helpful that they are very thoughtful about working with the 

unhoused community and providing sketch books for participants. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

